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Now that summer is drawing to a close, and golden leaves bring the 
promise of fall, we bring news of releases for which you've all been 
waiting. 

The 1989 harvest began almost a month ago and the sound of the gondolas' 
rumbling-shake through the vineyards took our minds back to previous 
years. I think in all of our minds, the 1985 vintage stands out with 
more dramatic clarity than others. 

We are pleased to annouhce the release of our Stag's Leap Wine Cellars 
1985 Cask 23·. 

In order to understand the character of a particular vintage, it is 
frequently necessary to go backwards in time and understand how the 
character of the previous vintage might be an influence. In reflecting 
upon the 1985 vintage, you will remember that the 1984 harvest was one of 
the earliest ever. The vines were relieved of the need to ripen their 
fruit early in the season and before they, so to speak, were "closed 
down" by very cool nights and typical fall hints that dormancy was on the 
way. Thus the vines had what might be regarded as a period of coasting 
along, or as we like to term ·it, "leisure" without the burden of the 
fruit. 
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